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Sponsors and Support 
 

The organization of the TES 2021 was possible because of the generous sponsorships and 

support by: 

 

 

  

Edited By: Heather F. Smith, PhD an official publication 

 

 

Financial Support of Scientific Meetings in Argentina by the National Council of 

Scientific and Technical Research (CONICET) 

 

 

Financial Support of Scientific Meetings in Argentina by the National Agency for 

Scientific and Technological Promotion (ANPCyT), through the Fund for Scientific and 

Technological Research (FONCyT) and the Management of the Software Industry, 

dependent on the Argentine Technological Fund (FONTAR) 
 

 

Aluar is a national capital company producing aluminium managed according to the 

most demanding international parameters of industry and in constant evolution. 

 

Support 
 

The organization of the TES 2021 has been made possible by the generous support by: 

 

 
  

Asociación Paleontológica Argentina Asociación Herpetológica Argentina Asociación Geológica Argentina 

 

 

  
 

Trelew Bureau de Eventos 
Chelonian Research 

Foundation 
Turtle Conservancy 

Publicación Electrónica de la 

APA 

 

  
  

https://www.anatomy.org/
https://www.apaleontologica.org.ar/
http://aha.org.ar/
https://geologica.org.ar/
https://www.facebook.com/trelewbureau/
https://chelonian.org/
https://chelonian.org/
https://www.turtleconservancy.org/
https://www.peapaleontologica.org.ar/index.php/peapa
https://www.peapaleontologica.org.ar/index.php/peapa
https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/19328494
https://www.aluar.com.ar/
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Welcome Message 

 

Following the 2018 Turtle Evolution Symposium that took place in Tokyo (Japan), the 

Turtle Community Group (TCG) voted to have the next meeting in Trelew, one of the 

most important cities of Chubut Province, in Patagonia, Argentina. The Symposium will 

take place during November 2021 at the Museo Paleontológico Egidio Feruglio, a 

prominent paleontological institution in Argentina. 

Because of the current pandemic, we will organize TES 2021 in virtual mode. We 

promise that we will do our outmost best to provide a well-organized and memorable 

symposium, besides all the objective difficulties posed by the pandemic and the virtual 

mode.  

We would like to continue our exchange of information with this Second Circular, a 

document that contains detailed information about the Symposium. 

 

 

Contact Information 

 Webpage 

 tes2021@mef.org.ar [preferred method of communication] 

 Evangelos Vlachos, Museo Paleontológico Egidio Feruglio, Av. Fontana 140, 9100, Trelew, Chubut, Argentina 

 Twitter: @yatachélys 

 +54 0280 4432100, int. 136 [between 09:00 – 12:00 Argentinian ST (GMT -3)] 

 

Organizers 

 

Juliana Sterli, Independent Researcher CONICET | jsterli@mef.org.ar  

Evangelos Vlachos, Assistant Researcher CONICET | evlacho@mef.org.ar  

Carolina Oriozabala, PhD Candidate CONICET | coriozabala@mef.org.ar  

 

ATTENTION! this little red turtle marks all new additions in the circular.  

http://staff.mef.org.ar/en/researchers/evangelos-vlachos/turtle-evolution-symposium-2021
mailto:tes2021@mef.org.ar
mailto:jsterli@mef.org.ar
mailto:evlacho@mef.org.ar
mailto:coriozabala@mef.org.ar
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Turtle Community Group (TCG) 

 

 

 

The TCG is a Google mailing list group that serves as a platform for sharing ideas, news, 

and research between the members of the paleochelonological community and to 

improve the communication between us. The TCG started in 2014 and currently 

contains 116 members from around the globe. Besides regular email, the TCG will be 

a main source of diffusion of news regarding TES 2021, so please consider subscribing. 

Note that after TES 2018 in Tokyo, it was decided that TCG will also form the platform 

for proposing and voting the next TES. 

 

How to subscribe: 

Option 1. Ask permission to subscribe at 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/turtle-community-group 

[see https://support.google.com/groups/answer/1067205?hl=en for more 

information] 

 

Option 2. Send an email to Evangelos Vlachos at evlacho@gmail.com 

 

 

 

About the logo: 

 

 

The Origin and Evolution of the Turtle Shell, 

a combination of a cladogram and an abstract turtle 

shell, symbolizing the appearance of the turtle shell as a 

product of evolution. 

 

It is colored with the colors of the Argentine flag—sky 

blue, golden yellow, and brown—with an abstract Sol de 

mayo in the middle and its 32 rays in the form of clades.  

 

  

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/turtle-community-group
https://support.google.com/groups/answer/1067205?hl=en
mailto:evlacho@gmail.com
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Venue 

 

The TES 2021 will be hosted at the Museo Paleontológico Egidio Feruglio (MEF), at 

the heart of Trelew, the second largest city of Chubut Province, in Patagonia, 

Argentina. Detailed information can be found online at http://mef.org.ar/home/  

 

 
The Paleontological Museum Egidio Feruglio (MEF) is a center for scientific activities, one of its 

kind in South America. Delineated by a modern and unconventional design, MEF’s innovative 

work is reflected both in its exhibitions as well as in its products and services. Interpretive tours 

tell the story of the life forms that lived in Patagonia through a time travel of millions of years into 

the past. 

 

The beginnings of the Museum 

The Museum opened its doors on December 28, 1990 in a modest house: an old furniture retail 

store of 700 square meters. At that time worked only three people, the director, a paleontological 

technician and an administrative employee. But the interest of scientists and neighbors made 

possible a sustained growth of the new museum. They had a great desire to stimulate and 

developed research in the region! In the search for new resources that enabled the achievement 

of this new objective, in 1990, the Egidio Feruglio Foundation was born. The Foundation, together 

with the National Council of Scientific and Technical Research (CONICET) and the Municipality of 

Trelew, constitute the institutional support of the MEF, with a non-government organization 

management. Soon after, the Provincial Tourism Authority declares the new museum as a 

"Provincial Tourist Interest"  and an agreement authorizing the MEF to develop prospecting, 

extraction, recovery and touristic value of the paleontological heritage of the Province of Chubut 

was signed. Since then, the work of its researchers placed the MEF as a leader in the field of 

Paleontology in Patagonia. 

http://mef.org.ar/home/


 

 



Trelew 

 

Trelew is located near the Atlantic coast and has nearly 100,000 inhabitants. It was 

founded on October 20 1886, by the Welsh settlers in Patagonia. The city is named 

after Lewis (Luis) Jones (Trelew= Tre--town in Welsh—and Lew—an apocope for 

Lewis—meaning “the town of Lewis”) and still preserves to the day, together with its 

surrounding townships and villages (like Gaiman) the Welsh heritage. 

Trelew is one of the most important commercial and industrial centers of the region. 

Trelew is the main airport connection between Chubut Province and the capital Buenos 

Aires, via the Almirante Marcos A. Zar Airport (REL). 

Thus, Trelew represents as well a touristic crossroad to the Andes Cordillera to the west, 

the Puerto Madryn and Peninsula Valdés (wildlife reserve) to the north, and Punta 

Tombo (biggest penguin reserve in South America). 

 

 

Trelew        Gaiman          Puerto Madryn  

 

Guanacos          Penguins              Sea Lions 
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Chubut River, typical landscape 

Timeline 

 

 

 

 

The Virtual Schedule of the TES 2021 

will be announced after the completion of the registration  

mid 2019

•Preparing for TES 2021 - Early Circular

Early 2020

• First Circular of TES 2021 – Preliminary Schedule Announcement
• Intention to Participate
• Call for Sessions – Deadline: October 31st, 2020

Early 2021

•Second Circular of TES 2021 – Final Schedule Announcement and detailed information
•Baby Turtle Registration Starts!
•Sessions Announcement
•Registration
•Call for Abstracts

August 
2021

•Registration Deadline
•Abstract Submission Deadline

November 
2021

•Turtle Evolution Symposium at MEF
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The COVID-19 Reality 

 

At the time of writing, the world is going through a new and more severe wave of 

coronavirus contagions, which has already led to more than 165,000,000 known cases and 

nearly 3,500,000 deaths worldwide. At the same time, the beginning of 2021 saw the onset of 

nationwide vaccinations in many countries, with the expectance of even larger scale 

vaccinations during the first semester of 2021. 

 

This situation has greatly affected international and regional travelling and social 

gatherings, which in turn affected the ability to organize conferences and meetings. During 

2020 and in the beginning of 2021, many meetings have been cancelled and others have gone 

virtual. 

 

Our responsibility as organizers of the TES 2021 is to respect this new reality and first 

and foremost to ensure that the TES 2021 will take place in a way that guarantees the health 

and safety of the participants. 

 

How Argentina handled the pandemic 

 

The response to the pandemic has differed across countries and across time; this is a 

dynamic and complex situation that varies locally and temporally. Argentina imposed early on 

nationwide strict measures that included quarantine and home isolation, banning any kind of 

travel between countries, provinces, and even cities, restrictions on any kind of social gathering, 

and obligatory safety measures like use of masks in public places and indoors.  

 

Even during the period with the lowest number of cases and contagions, in-person 

conferences and meetings were not allowed in Argentina. 

 

Our ideas 

 

After analyzing this situation — and especially the pandemic situation in the moment of 

publishing this Circular1 — and consulting the Turtle Community Group we have decided the 

following: 

 

1. The proposed date (November 10–13, 2021) will not change. 

 

2. TES 2021 will happen in a purely virtual mode. 

 

3. For that reason, we offer TES 2021 at the minimum registration fee, especially for those 

registering early (Baby Turtle Fee, see below). We also offer differential fees for 

Professionals and Students, for those living in the Global North and Global South, and 

also the possibility to apply for a Fee Waiver or Discount.  

 
1 On May 22, 2021, after the escalation of the second wave of the pandemic, the national government imposed 

new strict measures that restrict circulation for 10 days. 
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Scientific Committee 

 
Paula Bona 
Museo de La Plata-UNLP, La Plata, Provincia de Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 

Edwin Alberto Cadena 
Associate Professor, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Universidad del Rosario, Bogotá, Colombia 

 

Igor G. Danilov 
Department of Herpetology, Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia 

 

Marcelo Saúl de la Fuente 
Instituto de Evolución, Ecología Histórica y Ambiente (IDEVEA-CONICET-Universidad Tecnológica Nacional, Facultad Regional San 

Rafael) San Rafael, Provincia de Mendoza, Argentina 

 

Ren Hirayama 
Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan 

 

Patricia A. Holroyd 
University of California Museum of Paleontology, Berkeley, California 94720 USA 

 

Walter G. Joyce 
Department of Geosciences, University of Fribourg, Fribourg, Switzerland 

 

Tyler Lyson 
Department of Earth Sciences, Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Denver, Colorado 80205, USA 

 

Ignacio Jorge Maniel 
IDEVEA (UTN-CONICET) / Museo Municipal de Historia Natural de San Rafael, San Rafael, Provincia de Mendoza, Argentina 

 

Jacqueline Moustakas-Verho 
University of Helsinki, Finland 

 

Adán Pérez-García 
Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, Spain 

 

Pedro Seyferth R. Romano 
Universidade Federal de Viçosa, Brazil 

 

Heather F. Smith 
Professor of Anatomy and Director of Anatomical Laboratories at Midwestern University (MWU) in Glendale, AZ, USA 

 

Elena Syromyatnikova 
Paleontological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia 

 

Haiyan Tong 
Palaeontological Research and Education Centre, Mahasarakham University, Maha Sarakham, Thailand 

 

Natasha Vitek 
Department of Ecology and Evolution, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, New York, U.S.A. 

 

Ingmar Werneburg 
Senckenberg Centre for Human Evolution and Paleoenvironment (HEP) and Fachbereich Geowissenschaften an der Universität 

Tübingen, Germany  
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Registration 

 

Registration Dates 

 

All Registrations start on June 01, 2021. 

Baby Turtle Registration ends on July 31, 2021. 

Adult Turtle Registration ends on August 31, 2021. 

Marine Turtle Registration ends on October 31, 2021. 
 

 
Registration Fees and Payment Methods 

We offer differential fees for professionals and students (i.e., bachelor, master, or doctoral 

students), and additional discount for those participants coming from the Global South (Latin 

America, Africa, Middle East, and most of South and Southeast Asia). 

We can offer a Fee Waiver or Discount for any reasonable reasons; if you would like to apply for a 

Fee Waiver or Discount, please explain in your registration form. 

All payments are in US Dollars; Argentine Nationals can pay in Argentine Peso.  

Registration Fee + Abstract   

 

Baby Turtle Fee 

 
For those registering until July 31, 2021 

Professionals 
Global North | South 

Students 
Global North | South 

U$S 20 | 10 U$S 10 | 5 

Argentine 

Professionals 
Argentine 

Students 

AR$ 1500 AR$ 750 

Registration Fee + Abstract 

 

Adult Turtle Fee 

 
For those registering between August 1–31, 2021 

Professionals 
Global North | South 

Students 
Global North | South 

U$S 40 | 20 U$S 20 | 10 

Argentine 

Professionals 
Argentine 

Students 

AR$ 3000 AR$ 1500 

Registration Fee, without abstract 

 

Marine Turtle Fee 

 
For those registering 

at any point between  June 1, 2021 – October 31, 2021, 

as simple participants of the event without any presentation 

 

Global North | South 

U$S 10 | 5 

Argentine Nationals 

AR$ 750 

Payment will be made via PayPal or bank transfer (for Argentine Nationals only); 

payment details will be sent after the registration is complete. 
 

REGISTER 
 

HERE 

  

http://staff.mef.org.ar/en/researchers/evangelos-vlachos/turtle-evolution-symposium-2021
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Call for Abstracts 

 

We would like to kindly invite you to submit the abstracts of your contributions to the 

Turtle Evolution Symposium 2021. 

 

Each participant can submit up to two (2) different abstracts. 

 

Each abstract will be reviewed by the Organizing Committee (for format purposes) 

and by at least two (2) members of the Scientific Committee (for content purposes). 

 

Mode of presentations 
Duration Deadline 

Live Streaming Recorded Video 

    
Streaming platform to be 

announced after registration 

Specific instructions to be 

announced after registration 
15’ (+5 for Q&A) August 31st, 2021 

 

The abstracts of the TES 2021 will be published in a special Volume of Abstracts in 

the Diamond Open Access journal PE-APA (Publicación Electrónica de la Asociación 

Paleontológica Argentina). 

 

 
 

 

PE-APA is an open access electronic journal, whose articles are made 

freely and permanently accessible online immediately upon 

publication. It publishes original scientific papers in Spanish or 

English, with a broad spectrum within paleontology, including 

anatomy, systematics, taxonomy, phylogeny, paleobiology, 

paleoecology, paleobiogeography, biostratigraphy and taphonomy 

and technical papers. It also accepts articles about philosophical and 

historical aspects if they are closely related to paleontology. PE-

APA also publishes Thematic Volumes devoted to the development 

of a particular subject, including the publication of complete works of 

scientific events (congresses, symposia, conferences, etc.). 

 

PE-APA  is indexed in SCOPUS, Scimago, LATINDEX, REDIB, DOAJ 

and PERIÓDICA. 

 

PE-APA is part of the Núcleo Básico de Revistas Científicas 

Argentinas. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.peapaleontologica.org.ar/index.php/peapa
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Check here for more information on abstract guidelines and on how to apply to 

publish a Volume of Abstracts in PE-APA. 

 

 

GUIDELINES 

 

CONCISE TITLE, TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 FONT, ALIGNED 

TO LEFT, ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, BOLDFACE AND WITHOUT END PERIOD 

 

P.R. PÉREZ1, J.M. GÓMEZ1,2 and M. SÁNCHEZ2,3* 

  
1Institution without abbreviations (acronyms), Universidad del XXX. Address, Postal Code 

City, Province / State, Country. perezmail@gmail.com 
2Institution without abbreviations (acronyms), National University XXX. Postal code 

address 

Locality, Province / State, Country. gomezmail@hotmail.com; sanchezmail@yahoo.com.ar 
3National Council for Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET). 

  

The abstract should not exceed 400 words (longer abstracts will not be considered). It must 

be written in Times New Roman 12 font, fully justified and in a single paragraph. It should 

be concise and informative, with simple and clear language. It should not contain figures, 

tables, abbreviations, acknowledgments or bibliographic citations. The research must be 

novel and not have been previously published. The summary must include, in an abbreviated 

way, its objectives, results and main conclusions, and information on the studied fossil 

specimens (e.g., geographic and stratigraphic provenance, repository). It is not required to 

cite author and year of mentioned taxa. 

  

* Project funded by: acronym of the funding body, plus project number (e.g., ANPCyT 

PICT 0001-2020). 

 

 

 

SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT 
 

HERE 

 

  

https://www.peapaleontologica.org.ar/index.php/peapa/resumen_formato
http://staff.mef.org.ar/en/researchers/evangelos-vlachos/turtle-evolution-symposium-2021
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Call for Full Papers - Early Announcement 

 
(Detailed Information will be announced after the end of the TES 2021 to the registered presenters) 

 

 

  

Edited By: Heather F. Smith, PhD an official publication 

 
The Anatomical Record would like to extend an invitation for all TES 2021 presenters to publish a paper 

based on your presentation for a Special Issue of the journal on Turtle Anatomy and Evolution 

The Anatomical Record: Advances in Integrative Anatomy and Evolutionary Biology , is an official 

publication of the American Association for Anatomy, and publishes new discoveries in the 

morphological aspects of molecular, cellular, systems, and evolutionary biology. The journal focuses on 

major new findings in the anatomical consequences of gene disruption, activation, or over expression 

upon cell, tissue, or organ architecture and also recognizes the importance of descriptive studies in 

contemporary research, particularly when framed in the context of experimental models or questions 

The journal’s impact factor is 1.634 and is placed 11/21 in Anatomy & Morphology (Clarivate Analytics) 

and in the Q2 quartile of Scimago in four different disciplines (Anatomy, Biotechnology, Ecology, 

Evolution, Behavior and Systematics, and Histology). 

After the end of the TES 2021, registered participants will be invited to submit their full manuscripts in 

The Anatomical Record, to be included in the following planned Special Issue: 

 

“Turtle Anatomy and Evolution” 

Synopsis 

Turtles are among the most iconic animals of the planet, reptiles that are characterized by the 

presence of a shell with an amazing extant biodiversity, an extensive and exceptional fossil record, 

and an enigmatic anatomy among vertebrates. Survivors of at least the last two mass extinctions 

that occurred on Earth, turtles have conquered most environments in extensive latitudes, exploring 

the full spectrum of anatomical diversity under the constraints of a shell; and even breaking free 

sometimes. Because of their uniqueness, turtles have been landmark vertebrates for leading studies 

in anatomy, evolutionary biology, gene expression, and experimental models. 

Usually each 3 years, the “Turtle Community Group” — composed by paleontologists, 

neontologists, ecologists, and zoologists that study turtles — gathers to discuss and present the 

latest developments on turtle anatomy and evolution during the so-called “Turtle Evolution 

Symposium”. Previous meetings took place in Paris, France (1983), Saint Petersburg, Russia (2003), 

Drumheller, Canada (2009), Tübingen, Germany (2012), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (2015), and Tokyo, 

Japan (2018). 

This volume will bring together the communications of the original and high-quality latest research 

of the participants of the TES 2021 — the leading specialists on turtle evolution and anatomy in the 

world. We believe that The Anatomical Record is an ideal journal to present these original thematic 

papers in a special issue. 

We feel that the planned Special Issue offers an exciting opportunity to formally publish the 

scientific results which will be presented in the TES 2021 in a prestigious journal, and showcase 

these findings to the boarder community of Integrative Anatomy and Evolutionary Biology. 

https://www.anatomy.org/
https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/19328494
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Excavating a shell and skeleton of a marine turtle near Trelew, Chubut 




